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Report Summary 

The findings of the Commission have shown that, in addition to joining some of the 

most important international human rights instruments on children's rights, including 

the International Convention on the Rights of the Child and its optional protocols, 

the Government of Afghanistan has incorporated child protection into national laws 

and constitutions. Examples of such legislation include the Child Protection Act, the 

Juvenile Delinquency Act and the Law on the Prevention and Prohibition of 

Harassment of Women and Children. 

This study also found that important work has been done in recent years to facilitate 

children's access to their human rights, including civil, economic, social and cultural 

rights. Treatment of children has improved at community and family level, and their 

access to schools has enhanced, and the ability to provide children with health 

services has increased. Steps have been taken to support child laborers, but despite 

the work done, significant and serious challenges remain to be addressed: 

Violence against children 

The sample population of this study was 5,248 children between 5 and 18 years of 

age from 33 provinces in the country, with the exception of Noristan province. 

Violence against children, particularly female children, remains a challenge, according 

to the findings of this study out of 5,248 interviewees, 535(10.2%) of them reported 

having experienced violence. Of which 45 people (8.4%) complained of economic 

violence, 50 people (9.3%) of sexual violence, 153 people (28.6%) of physical 

violence, 187people (35%) of verbal and psychological violence and 100 people 

(18.7%) complained of other types of violence . 

According to the findings, out of the 5,248 interviewees, 167 people were married 

(engaged or married), which makes up 3.18 % of the overall sample population. Their 

age ranges from one to 18 years. 

The human rights situation of children in correction centers 

The Commission staff also monitored the human rights situation of 424 children in 

correction centers in 2019, and completed a questionnaire during interviews with 

them. General findings of these questionnaires along with findings from other 

questionnaires were analyzed in the previous section as part of the sample 



 

population, but details of the human rights situation of children at child correction 

centers are discussed separately in this section. 

 

The following complaints were raised by 424 interviewees: 

- Inadequate health facilities, 10 people (2.4%)  

- Inappropriate rooms, 185 (43.6%)  

- Lack of access to clean bathrooms 163 (38.4%) 

- Lack of access to adequate food 11 (2.6%)  

- Lack of access to proper clothing 10 (2.4%) 

- Lack of access to vocational training in the center 19 (4.5%) 

- Lack of access to a proper sport field 303 (71.5%)  

- Inappropriate behavior of staff in correction centers 44 (10.4%), they also 

referred to some other minor challenges existed in child correction centers. 

Situation of children in detention 

The Commission staff interviewed 591 children in the correction centers and 

completed a questionnaire. According to the findings, out of 591 people, 101 people 

(17.1%) said they had been mistreated during their detention. 

Challenges of access to education for children 

Out of 5,248 children included in the study, 2,414 people (66%) said they were going 

to school, while 2,661 (50.7 %) said they were not going to school. The remaining 173 

(3.3%) did not respond to this question. 

2,661 people who said they did not go to school expressed the following as reasons 

why they did not go to school: 

- Working to make a living 1,054 (39.6%), 

- Economic problems, 499 people (18.8)  

- Family doesn’t let, 443 people (16.6%) 

- School closure or lack of security, 221people (8.3%) 

- Negative attitude of the community, 165 people (6.2%) 

- Long distance to school, 114 people (4.3%)  

- Marriage, 57 people (2.1%) 

- Going to school is useless, 56 people (2.1%)  

- Lack of female teacher, 14 people (0.5%)  

- Lack of professional teacher, 18 people (0.7%) 

- Lack of textbooks, 7 people (0.3%)  

- Language problem, 5 people (0.2%) 

- Mistreatment of teachers, 1 people (0.04%) 

- Mistreatment of classmates, 2 people (0.1%) 

- Fear of sexual abuse, 5 people (0.2%)  



 

- Lack of facilities, 1 people (0.04%). 

Challenges of children’s access to the right to health 

Of the 5,248 people, 3,697 (70.4%) of them said they would go to a clinic or hospital 

when they became ill. 443 people (8.4%) said they go to the pharmacy, 160 people 

(3%) said they refer to local health care workers, 108 people (2.1%) said they go to 

the physician and 26 others (0.5%) stated that they go to Mollah. Also, 587 people 

(11.2%) said they wouldn't go anywhere when they get sick, and 227 people (4.3%) 

didn't answer the question. 

Of the 5,248 interviewees, 1,013 (19.3%) of them said their home was less than 15 

minutes away from the health center. 1,833 people (34.9%) said they travel for fifteen 

to thirty minutes, and 684 people (13%) said they travel more than an hour; but 227 

people (4.3%) said they did not know the distance from home to health center, and 

1491 people (28.4%) did not respond to this question. 

Access to clean drinking water 

Of the 5,248 interviewees, 2,005 (38.2%) said they had no access to clean drinking 

water at home, while another 3,243people (61.8%) said they had access to clean 

drinking water at home. 

Access to personal hygiene facilities 

Of the 5,248 interviewees, 3,335 (63.5 %) said they had no access to proper personal 

hygiene facilities such as toilets, clean baths, soap and shampoo etc., but 1,913 

others (36.5 %) said yes, they had these facilities at home. 

Challenges related to child laborers protection facilities 

Of the 5,248 people who were asked about their working situation, 2,582 people 

(49.2%) said yes, they were working while 2,429 people (46.3%) said no they were not 

working. Of these, 237 (4.5 %) refused to answer this question. 

Type of child labor 

2,582 child laborers who responded positively to the question reported that they 

were doing the following works to make a living: 

- Working as a porter, 407 people (15.8%) 

- Street vending, 330 people (12.8%)   

- Collecting garbage, 314 people (12.2%), 

- Working in brick kilns, 199 people (7.7%) 

- Working at home as servant, 112 people (4.3%), 

-  Begging, 73 people (2.8%), 



 

- Tailoring and carpet weaving, 73 people (2.8%), 

- Working in restaurants, 49 people (1.9%), 

- Washing cars, 49 people (1.9%), 

- Peasantry 48 people (1.9%)  

- Working in hotels or pubic baths, 42 people (1.6%) 

- Factory, 34 people (1.3%), 

- Construction work, 30 people (1.2%), 

- Polishing shoes, 8 people (0.3%), 

- Working in opium farms, 6 people (0.2%), 

- Working as a shopkeeper, 3 people (0.1%), 

- Working in the military, 2 people (0.1%), 

- Working as Spandi, 2 people (0.2%)  

- Shepherding, 2 (0.1%), 

- Out of 799 people, (30.9%) didn’t answer this question. 

 


